
School report 

 
 

 

 

Inspection of The Stockwood Park 
Academy  

Rotheram Avenue, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 5PP  

 

 

 

 

Inspection dates:  

 

 

29 and 30 March 2022  

Overall effectiveness  Requires improvement  

 

The quality of education  Requires improvement  

Behaviour and attitudes  Requires improvement  

Personal development  Requires improvement  

Leadership and management  Requires improvement  

Sixth-form provision  Good  

Previous inspection grade  Requires improvement  

 



  

   

Inspection report: The Stockwood Park Academy  

29 and 30 March 2022 2 
 

 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 

 

Students in the sixth form at Stockwood Park Academy learn and achieve well 
because leaders have planned well for their provision. 
 

Pupils do not consistently have the same good-quality experience in other year 
groups. Pupils do not always get the help that they need because in some subjects, 
some teachers, move on too quickly before pupils have understood. Some pupils in 
alternative provision are not accessing a curriculum of sufficient breadth. 
 
Pupils usually experience a calm and focused environment in lessons. Some pupils 
and parents, particularly girls, worry about the behaviour of a minority of other 
pupils outside lessons. Some pupils are not well enough supported to improve their 
behaviour. 
 
Most pupils feel that staff take bullying issues seriously and deal with them. Pupils 
value staff’s high visibility around the school, and they appreciate the work of their 
year teams. However, some students and parents feel that bullying issues are not 
followed up well enough. 
 
Pupils and parents value the wide range of before and after school clubs. Pupils 
also benefit from the chance to engage in charity work. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 

better? 

 

Leaders are working to bring about improvements in the curriculum. Despite this 

work, pupils in Years 7 to 11 experience inconsistent curriculum quality across 

subjects. 

 

In some subjects, such as religious education, planning is detailed, teachers are 
well trained, and pupils produce high-quality work. Teachers identify any gaps in 
pupils’ understanding and adapt lessons to address any gaps. In some other 
subjects, teachers do not identify where pupils struggle to keep up with learning. 
Pupils are presented with lots of new knowledge. They are asked to complete 
complex tasks or move on to new learning before they are ready. This means that 
pupils have gaps in their knowledge and understanding. 
 
Some pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are not well 
supported in lessons because teachers do not use planned strategies to support 
them effectively. A small minority of pupils, including some pupils with SEND, 
access alternative provision. They do not access a broad curriculum, and they are 
not as well prepared as they should be to move on to their next steps in education 



  

   

Inspection report: The Stockwood Park Academy  

29 and 30 March 2022 3 
 

 

at the end of Year 11. Leaders’ records and some of their checks on how well these 
pupils are faring lack rigour.  
 

Leaders promote reading, including by modelling reading in lessons and rewarding 
pupils for the books they have read. A catch-up programme is supporting pupils at 
the early stages of reading to close the gap with their peers. 
 
Behaviour is calm and orderly for the majority of the time pupils spend in lessons. 
This is due to a clear behaviour system that is understood by pupils and staff. 
However, there are problems with the way in which some pupils treat others, 
usually when outside lessons. Homophobic language is occasionally used, bullying is 
not always dealt with well enough and a minority of boys sometimes use 
inappropriate language towards girls. 
 
Students in the sixth form treat each other with tolerance and respect. Programmes 
of study are structured and taught well. Students are prepared for their next steps 
in education and training. As a result, students in the sixth form achieve well. 
 
Leaders and members of the Cluster Board are working with pupils on community 
and charity work. This has resulted in pupils doing work to support food banks and 
several charity projects that support pupils’ well-being and mental health. The school 
meets the requirements of the Baker Clause, which requires schools to provide pupils 
in Years 8 to 13 with information about approved technical education qualifications 
and apprenticeships. And careers education generally supports pupils with making 
informed choices about next steps. 
 
Pupils benefit from a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and provision. Partnerships 
with local professional football and cricket organisations have been established. This 
gives pupils access to sporting excellence pathways. It enables them to develop their 
talents alongside study. 
 
Trust leaders have created an education committee to bring greater strength to 
governance arrangements. Members of the Curriculum and Standards Committee 
are knowledgeable and offer support and challenge to leaders on the quality of 
provision. The trust has invested in providing more leadership capacity in the 
school, to support existing leaders. However, this has not secured provision which is 
good enough yet. 
 

Safeguarding  
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 

 

Staff have received up-to-date training and understand how to report concerns. 

Pupils are confident that they are able to raise concerns. There are suitable systems 

in place for logging, recording and following these up. Leaders make appropriate use 

of external agencies when needed, and this work is well recorded. 
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Leaders’ records sometimes lack detail about safeguarding checks on alterative 

providers. This does not lead to pupils being unsafe, because of the close 

coordination between the local authority and the school. However, leaders own 

checks should be more thorough. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve?  
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)  

  

 Some teachers do not check that pupils have secured key knowledge before 
moving on. Some pupils have gaps in what they know. These pupils then struggle 
with new learning that relies on what they have done previously. Leaders need to 
ensure teachers identify and address gaps in pupils’ learning before pupils need to 
move on in their learning. 

 Pupils do not always treat each other with sufficient respect. As a result, some 
pupils, and girls in particular, worry about the attitudes of a minority of boys. 
There is some bullying and it is not always dealt with as well as it should be. 
Leaders need to ensure pupils value and respect each other, and that any 
incidents of bullying are dealt with effectively. 

 Systems and processes are not as robust as they need to be for pupils attending 
alternative provision. There is an overreliance on checks carried out by the local 
authority rather than the school’s own checks. Some pupils accessing alternative 
provision have a narrower curriculum offer and more limited engagement with the 
school. Leaders need to ensure there is a systematic and rigorous approach 
towards checking the quality of alternative provisions for pupils who attend them. 

 

How can I feed back my views?  
 

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or 

to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 

Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 

part of their inspection.  

 

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 

school.  

 

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 

can complain to Ofsted.  

 

Further information  
 

You can search for published performance information about the school.  

 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 

years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 

  

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details  
 

Unique reference number  135338  

Local authority  Luton 

Inspection number  10207078  

Type of school  Secondary  

School category  Academy converter 

Age range of pupils  11 to 18  

Gender of pupils  Mixed  

Gender of pupils in sixth-form 

provision  

Mixed  

Number of pupils on the school 

roll  

1436  

Of which, number on roll in the 

sixth form  

203  

Appropriate authority  Board of trustees  

Chair of trust  David Sheridan  

Headteacher  Mumin Humayun  

Website  http://stockwoodpark.thesharedlearningt 
rust.org.uk/  

Dates of previous inspection  9 and 10 May 2018, under section 5 of 
the Education Act 2005  

 

Information about this school  
 

 The school is part of The Shared Learning Trust.  

 The headteacher took up his position in January 2020. The school has a trust 
executive headteacher who works at the school. 

 The school currently uses eight alternative providers. Seven of these providers are 
unregistered.  

 The school operates a sixth-form consortium with The Chalk Hills Academy. 
 

  

http://stockwoodpark.thesharedlearningtrust.org.uk/
http://stockwoodpark.thesharedlearningtrust.org.uk/


  

   

Inspection report: The Stockwood Park Academy  

29 and 30 March 2022 7 
 

 

Information about this inspection  
 

The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

  

 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: English, mathematics, 
religious education, science and history. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of 
pupils’ work. Inspectors also visited some social science lessons. 

 Inspectors met with school leaders, including the special educational needs 
coordinator, the CEO, COO and 4 members of the board of trustees including the 
chair and a representative from the local authority. 

 Inspectors explored the school’s safeguarding culture through viewing 
safeguarding records and procedures, meeting with a range of pupils and staff 
and talking to safeguarding leaders.  

 Inspectors considered the 96 responses made by parents to Ofsted Parent View, 
Ofsted’s online questionnaire, including 61 free-text responses. Inspectors also 
considered the 55 responses to Ofsted’s online staff’s questionnaire and the 174 
responses to Ofsted’s pupils’ questionnaire.  

 

Inspection team  
 

 

James Chester, lead inspector  Her Majesty’s Inspector  

Shan Oswald  Ofsted Inspector  

Paul Lawrence  Ofsted Inspector  

Karen Kerridge  Ofsted Inspector  

Jonathan Newby  Ofsted Inspector  
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and 

Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial 

teacher training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, 

and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It 

assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked 

after, safeguarding and child protection. 
 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large 

print or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email 

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.  
 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any 

format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view 

this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, 

write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 

4DU, or email:  
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.  

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.  
 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.  
 
Piccadilly Gate  
Store Street  
Manchester  
M1 2WD  
 
T: 0300 123 1231  
Textphone: 0161 618 8524  
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk  
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted  

 
© Crown copyright 2022 
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